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SUBJECT: INEORMATION ON TRACKING CYCLONES 
REE: NEW DELHI 17238 

1. U.S. METEOROLOGICAL AGENCIES (NOAA, US NAVY, US AIR 
FORCE) TRACK HURRICANES AND TYPHOONS BY MEANS OF A 
COORDINATED PROGRAM WHICH INVOLVES SATELLITE SURVEIL- 
LANCE, AIRCRAET RECONNAISSANCE, AND SHORE-BASED RADAR. 

THE PROGRAM IS COORDINATED BY MEANS OF AN ANNUAL NATIONAL 
HURRICANE OPERATIONS PLAN, A COPY OF WHICH IS BEING 

AIR POUCHED. 

2. THERE IS NO METHOD YET KNOWN TO DIVERT A HURRICANE 
OR ANY OTHER STORM FROM ITS PATH. NOAA PROJECT STORM- 
FURY IS A RESEARCH PROGRAM TO INVESTIGATE THE POSSIBILITY 
OF LESSENING THE WIND ENERGY IN A HURRICANE. THERE IS 
THEORETICAL EVIDENCE THAT WIND ENERGY CAN BE LESSENED 
FOR A PERIOD OF HOURS BY SEEDING CLOUDS NEAR THE 
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HURRICANE'S EYEWALL TO REDUCE CONVECTIVE MOTIONS. ACTUAL 
EXPERIMENTS WITH THIS EFEECT HAVE BEEN SUGGESTIVE OE 
SUCCESS, BUT ARE NOT YET CONCLUSIVE. A BOOKLET ON 
STORMFURY IS ALSO BEING POUCHED. 

3. THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS KNOWN TO Y. P. RAO, 

DIRECTOR-GENERAL OE OBSERVATORIES OF THE INDIAN 
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METEOROLOGICAL DEPARTMENT, MAUSAM BHAVAN, LODI ROAD, 

NEW DELHI 1 10 003. IN ADDITION, DR. RAO HAS CONSID- 
ERABLE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON U.S. HURRICANE 
ACTIVITIES AND IT IS SUGGESTED THAT SHRI YADVENDRA 
DUTT BE REFERRED TO HIM. CHRISTOPHER 
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